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In this startling look at evil behavior, a UCLA sociologist tries to get inside the criminal psyche to

understand what it means or feels, signifies, sounds, tastes, or looks like to do any particular crime.
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What makes the commission of crimes seductively appealing to some criminals? How does it feel to

rob, vandalize or murder? According to UCLA sociology professor Katz, these questions have been

all but banished from serious discussion by modern sociology. Full of psychobabble, this heavily

footnoted tract will provoke sharply divided reactions. In Katz's view, teenagers who shoplift get

sneaky thrills enacting a drama of personal competence; stickup artists gain a private sense of

moral superiority over their victims; cold-blooded murderers are obsessed with questions of

primordial evil; while those who kill out of situational rage may be self-righteously defending "the

Good" as they understand it. Katz want us to see that crime has hidden ties with primitive magic in

offenders' misguided attempts at mastery and control. Many readers will see red instead, irked at

what often sounds like an attempt to let criminals off the hook. Others will welcome a frightening

probe into the criminal mentality. Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers

to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Jack Katz is professor of sociology at UCLA.

good condition



As a crim student, I would have enjoyed a more empirical look at the seductions of crime. His

insights were interesting, but seemed to be lacking in validity or support.

Is a wonderful product!

Excellent product.

Helps with school

This book is required for a class of mine. The book is in great condition and was a little highlighted

as mentioned. However, I am satisfied with my book and believe I made an excellent

purchase.Thank you

received as promised

Excellent service! the book was a better quality than listed. I would buy from this seller again.
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